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Churm Media CEO Steve Churm receives O.C. Press Club’s 

Highest Honor, the Sky Dunlap Award

Nearly 100 editors, journalists and bloggers gather at the

 O.C. Press Club’s Annual Journalism Awards & Gala.

Newport Beach, CA – July 21, 2011 – Steve Churm, CEO of Newport Beach-based Churm Media and publisher of five city-regional media brands, was honored last night by the O.C. Press Club at its annual gala at the Hyatt Regency Irvine. Nearly 100 Orange County-based journalists, reporters, editors and PR professionals gathered to present Churm with the club’s highest honor, the Sky Dunlap Award. The award recognizes a single individual for contributions to the journalism and media industry.

“I’m very pleased that the O.C. Press Club selected Steve Churm as our Sky Dunlap Award recipient this year,” O.C. Press Club President Christopher Trela said. “Sky Dunlap was a tall (6’ 8”) journalist who spent his entire life serving the Orange County community. He started his own newspaper, worked for UPI, volunteered his time to teach children, and encouraged civic engagement.”

Churm’s media experience spans 30 years, during which he worked for four newspapers including the L.A. Times and the Orange County Register. He launched Churm Media in 1990. 
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“Like Sky Dunlap, Steve Churm is committed to journalism and to making our county a better place in which to live and work,” Trela said. “Churm took a small monthly publication called Orange County Metropolitan (now OC METRO) and, over the course of 20 years, built a respected and still-growing media empire. Through his many publications, Churm has provided opportunities for fledgling writers to hone their craft, including me. He continues to inspire and influence journalists while promoting – through his publications – the positive aspects of Orange County.”

Upon accepting the award, Churm offered a nod to all others in the room who are committed to the field of journalism.

“There is something very exhilarating about being at the intersection of where our industry is heading, because who knows what it will be like in five or ten years,” Churm said. He added, “We may experience some seminal moments as we watch media and communications change.”

ABOUT CHURM MEDIA

Churm Media is a leading, regional full-service media company based in Newport Beach, Calif.  The privately held company publishes five niche consumer magazines (OC METRO, OC MENUS, OC Family, Inland Empire Family and Southland Golf) and five interactive websites serving readers and advertisers in five Southern California counties: Orange, Los Angeles, San Diego, San Bernardino and Riverside. The company prints and distributes more than 400,000 magazines per month, with a total audience, print online and events, of more than 1.5 million readers/ viewers per month.
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